before voting. Which Democrat shares some of your values?" The mailer went on to appeal to Republicans by pointing to Dickinson's heavy support from trial lawyers, a reliable GOP bugaboo.
Another mailer featured a strong endorsement for Pan from retiring Sacramento County District Attorney Jan Scully, a well-known and well-respected Republican, while others stressed that Pan was the candidate of law enforcement. Pan trailed Dickinson in the primary, 40 to 31 percent, and his chances of winning in November depended on getting the votes of the 29 percent who did not cast a ballot for a Democrat in June, and especially making sure they did not skip the race because there was no Republican candidate. It worked and Pan won with 54 percent of the vote in November.
In the overlapping 9 th Assembly district, again two Democrats, Sacramento Councilman Darrell Fong and Elk Grove Councilman Jim Cooper, who between them received 70 percent of the primary vote, faced off in November, and both appealed to Republicans. Cooper was successful in the contest; one of his mailers included a "fellow Republicans" letter from two former Sacramento county sheriffs who are well-known Republicans.
A major claim of proponents of the Top Two primary is that it will result in a more moderate legislature. While this cannot be determined at this point other than by anecdotal evidence, there are signs of more moderation caused by the candidates' felt need to appeal to all the voters in their districts. The Assembly district represented by Tea Party Republican Tim Donnelly elected a more mainstream conservative when Donnelly, who was elected under the old closed primary, did not run again. In Berkeley, the Assembly seat that had always sent the most liberal Democrat to Sacramento was captured by a Democrat heavily supported by business interests.
Perhaps the biggest impact of the Top Two is its effect on candidates. There may be fewer future Raul Bocanegras as elected officials see that they must pay attention to the needs of their own voters, and that means all the voters in their district, not just the hard-core partisans. 
